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THEY SAY, “IT TAKES
A VILLAGE, NOT JUST A FAMILY”

Travis Sweet

INTRODUCTION1

The Word of God tells us: “[L]et God be true but every man a liar”
(Rom. 3:4). No matter what man may do or say, God’s Word is true. It
makes no difference how mankind may vote on the question, God is the
final authority. However, in every generation man has tried to improve
on God’s way, or has come to the conclusion that he, not God, is wise
and knows best in all things.

1933, HUMANIST MANIFESTO I

In 1933, a group of Humanist philosophers came together to set
forth a statement of their beliefs. What resulted from this meeting is
called the Humanist Manifesto. Later, it was called Humanist Manifesto
I when the revised version was published in the 1970s. One of the
primary authors of this statement of beliefs was John Dewey. Dewey
has had a great influence on public education in the United States,
which includes the introduction of many of the Humanist doctrines into
school curriculum. Brother Jim Cox, an elder in the Lord’s church and
a public school teacher, once told me that John Dewey was the man
most responsible for ruining American public education.

What does the Humanist Manifesto (which is a statement of the
Humanist faith) say? It says:

1. Matter, not God is eternal.

2. Man came through the process of Naturalistic evolution.

3. There is no infallible guide because there is no God.
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4. There is neither objective good nor evil, therefore man is his
own god and he may decide any question for himself.

5. Science is man’s real savior, not Jesus Christ.

Of course, this is only a part of the statement, but it sets the tone for the
remainder of Humanist teaching.

GOD’S TEACHING OR MAN’S TEACHING?

The question must be: “Will we accept the Biblical formula for our
lives or will we reject God’s model for man’s teaching?” God’s Word
tells us:

Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him
who teaches. Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. For he who sows to
his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows to the
Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life (Gal. 6:6-8).

The above question must be applied to the family life of every
Christian. In our time this Humanistic philosophy concerning the
family is stated in the title of Secretary of State Hilary Clinton’s book,
It Takes A Village. The concept is that mere parents are not sufficient
in knowledge or education to rear their own children, so it “takes a
village” (i.e., government overseers) to properly bring up children. In
reality, this is an age-old teaching that has been dressed up repeatedly
over and over again, to which man has returned many times. What King
Solomon said about 3,000 years ago is still true—“That which has been
is what will be, That which is done is what will be done, And there is
nothing new under the sun” (Ecc. 1:9). Mankind never seems to learn
this lesson.

GOD CENTERED FAITH OR MAN CENTERED FAITH

The alternatives are simple: It is a God-centered faith versus a man-
centered faith. Or, stated differently, Humanistic teaching versus God
and His first institution, the family.

A man-centered faith is the highest form of arrogance. Man
becomes his own god. Every generation has the same problem, but all
seem to think that their philosophy is new and that all in the past were
ignorant and unsophisticated. In his false pride, man thinks he is the
first that ever thought of his new teaching. The Bible conclusively
shows the ignorance of such supposedly wise men.
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For example, look all the way back to the Garden of Eden. Satan’s
greatest appeal to Eve was straight from “modern” Humanistic
teaching. What did he say to tempt her? He said: “God knows that in
the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil” (Gen. 3:5). You can be like God. What
greater temptation for mere human beings than to be like the God who
created them? Eve, like modern-day Humanists, wanted to be her own
god.

Again, Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon was totally full of
himself. His vain pride made him think of himself as being godlike.
The true God stepped in and showed Nebuchadnezzar who was truly
God, and who was merely a mortal man. The great king was driven
from his throne and forced to eat grass like an animal until he acknowl-
edged the true God of heaven (Dan. 4:24-25). It took a while, but the
great king finally learned his lesson. Acknowledging the God of
heaven, he said:

And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to
heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the
Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For
His dominion is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is
from generation to generation (Dan. 4:34).

Another king, about six hundred years later, fell into the same trap.
King Herod accepted the worship of the people after his speech to
them. What happened to him? Luke records: “And the people kept
shouting, The voice of a god and not of a man! Then immediately an
angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not give glory to God.
And he was eaten by worms and died” (Acts 12:22-23). One would
think that mankind after so many generations would finally understand
that God will not allow His place to be taken by anyone or anything!

So then, concerning the rearing of children and the most basic unit
of society, what does the Bible teach? Does it take a village, or does it
take a family that will follow the simple teachings of the Lord as He
intended? The Holy Spirit, through the writing of the apostle, Paul, set
forth the structure and right operation of the family in Ephesians 5:22-
6:4. That passage does not exhaust the subject, but it certainly serves
as a model or pattern as to how God intends for us to live within the
family situation.

In opposition to God’s way, what does man teach? The influence
of Humanism is apparent, even if the term “Humanism” is not known
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or specifically used. Generally speaking, modern man wants no
discipline or direction. His attitude is: “I want what I want, and I want
it now!” In our time, hand-in-hand with that way of thinking, Humanis-
tic social engineers stress (and families are led to believe) that a child’s
self-esteem is the most important thing—not what God wants or
requires. In order for a family to follow this philosophy of life, all past
teaching regarding the family and child rearing must be rejected. This
manifests itself in the denial or acknowledgment of any authority which
is to be followed, especially the Bible. “Authority” is a dirty word in
the vocabulary of those who adhere to the modern, up-to-date “it takes
a village” philosophy.

How does this differ from the Lord’s teaching? Jesus Christ said:
“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Mt.
28:18). He further told His disciples, “Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt. 28:19), but He did not stop there.
After teaching and baptizing them by the authority of the Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, Jesus told the apostles to continue “teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you” (Mt. 28:20). Thus, the
teaching of Christ, which includes the teaching of the apostles and
prophets by His authority, is binding on us: 1) as individuals, 2) as
families, and 3) collectively as the church. Unlike man’s teaching,
“gray areas” do not permeate the teaching of Christ. Be that as it may,
Biblical responsibility (thought by most to be traditional responsibility)
is undermined by the Humanistic view that “it takes a village, not a
family.”

What is God’s teaching concerning the family? He is the Creator
of the family from the beginning (Gen. 2:20-25). No mere human being
can possibly know as much about the family as its Creator. Man and
woman are to become one flesh. The children born to this union are to
be taught to give honor and respect to their parents, even when the
parents are imperfect as they all are. The Lord told the Israelites:
“Honor your father and your mother ... For everyone who curses his
father or his mother shall surely be put to death” (Ex. 20:12; Lev. 20:9).

We are under a different law today (the Law of Christ, not the Law
of Moses), but God’s principles for the family are basically the same
and are still true. Each member of the family has responsibilities that
are congruent to the privileges of family life. The Holy Spirit guided
the apostle Paul to set forth those responsibilities for us. He penned:
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Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.
Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing
to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they
become discouraged (Col. 3:18-21).

We must make a choice. Will we follow God’s will, or will we follow
our own will?

Today, Satan’s attacks on the family and home frequently come
from places we formerly trusted in times past. Nowadays, Satan often
uses our public schools in his efforts to destroy families and homes. In
making this point, I mean no disparagement to the many dedicated
Christians who are teachers. However, I personally know of a case
where a tenth grade biology teacher used his position to ridicule God’s
account of creation and those who believed it, while at the same time
he claimed to be a Christian. In far too many public schools it is
permissible to teach Humanism’s atheistic concepts regarding God and
the family (alternative families, et cetera), but impermissible to teach
anything about the family from a Biblical perspective.

The teaching of evolutionary descent of man is promoted, most
usually without any possibility of the alternative being considered.
Even the language itself is slanted to the evolutionary teaching. For
example, notice the word “protozoa.” It is from two Greek words
meaning “first life.” The obvious meaning is that we started from a
one-celled organism and have evolved over millions of years. With our
children being so subtly indoctrinated, it is no wonder that man has
rejected God’s way for the family.

Another way that the family is being undermined today is through
“daycare” for children. I am not saying that all daycare is bad, but it can
never replace the family as God has directed. The problem is that it
takes the teaching and training of faith and the most basic ideals from
the parents and turns it over to daycare professionals. The idea in the
modern societal war on the family is to use opportunities to indoctrinate
children early in life when they can be taught the Humanistic philoso-
phy without family or religious interference.

God instructed the Israelites on how children were to be taught. It
all had to begin with the family. At God’s direction, Moses wrote:
“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your children” (Deut. 6:6-7). Was
this indoctrination? Of course it was, but it was God’s aim for them to
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be educated in such a way that they could grow up understanding how
is the best way to live as individuals in society and as members within
their own families. It had to begin with dedication to the Lord and His
will. They were told: “You shall fear the Lord your God and serve
Him,” (Deut. 6:13). That principle is the same today, in spite of man’s
teaching to the contrary.

Our children are also bombarded with indoctrination in what
Humanism calls “Sex-education.” According to the thinking of our
time, very early in a child’s life he or she must be taught: 1) how to use
and where to get contraceptives (perhaps “free” condoms at schools),
2) how and where to obtain an abortion without parental knowledge or
consent, and 3) promoting the homosexual agenda, how the “Gay”
lifestyle (including same-sex “marriage”) not only should be tolerated,
but that it should be embraced as “normal” and “wholesome.” While
such things as these are being openly advocated, the “village” will not
permit children to be taught Biblical morality and what the Bible says
about sin, right and wrong. According to the “village,” that would be
“judgmental!”

Amazingly, the worst “sin” of our age is being “judgmental” about
morals. We can see from Paul’s writing what the result of Humanistic
teaching is and will be. How and why? Because it has all been tried
before (cf. Rom. 1:24-32). Things never change. Mankind continues to
make the same mistakes over and over again. What does the Lord say?
“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for
light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for
bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, And prudent in
their own sight” (Isa. 5:20-21).

Families also face the problem of state intervention and regulation.
Proponents of the “it takes a village”philosophy want states to have
control over parents’ right to teach and lead their own children.
Accordingly, parents who might otherwise punish their children in
order to teach them right from wrong will be prevented from doing so.
Many in the “village” consider spanking to be a form of child abuse.
Therefore, they want parents who administer such discipline arrested
and prosecuted for practicing it. Instances where this is happening are
few and far between now, but all indications are that its frequency will
rapidly increase in time.

As a rule, state agencies are run by Humanistic administrators and
others who have been indoctrinated by Humanist teachers. My
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daughter, who is a Christian with a good Bible background, observed
this first hand as a social worker. She left that work and is now a school
teacher, partly because of the Humanistic policies and programs
mandated in social work by the state’s management.

In the State of Texas, we have some notorious examples of what
the fruits of state intervention can be. In 1993, the state and federal
governments used the excuse of possible child abuse to lay siege to the
compound where David Koresh and his Branch Davidian followers
lived near Waco. Seventy-six people, which included women and more
than twenty children, died as a result. I am in no way defending what
Koresh and his followers did or might have done. However, the Waco
tragedy should cause everyone to stop and seriously think, reflecting
upon what can happen when the government intervenes into situations
which it thinks do not meet with its approval.

A more recent example is the one that gained national attention
when the Fundamentalist Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
near San Angelo was accused of abusing children. Were the members
of that church abusing children? Again, not to defend the doctrines and
practices unique to the people of that sect (I certainly do not agree with
either), whether or not they were abusing children remains to be proved
in a court of law. Perhaps they were, but the fact remains that, based
upon questionable and maybe even false reports, zealots in the state
government used police force and the power of the courts as a pretext
to act against that group. We should not conclude that it could never
happen to us.

Even now there is an effort being made by some in our nation’s
congress to pass a law which will make it a federal crime to criticize
such things as homosexual conduct (including homosexual marriage).
Not only that, they want those who do so to be charged with a hate
crime. If that does come to pass, will we be willing to go to prison for
our beliefs? I would hope so.

As New Testament Christians we must assume that government
authority is doing right. We must be good citizens of the nation in
which we live. Peter and Paul exhort us to be good citizens, pay our
taxes and obey the civil authorities (1 Pet. 2:13-17; Rom. 13:7).
Christians should be the best citizens in whatever nation they live. Yet,
when the “village” government attempts to force us to act contrary to
the Word of God, we must obey God rather than man (Acts 5:29). In
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such cases, we must take a stand for God, regardless of the consequences.
What did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego do? Faced with the

choice of bowing to the king’s image or being placed in the burning
fiery furnace, they chose to follow the Lord, even if it meant certain
death. What did they reply to the king?

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the
king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this
matter. If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to
deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us
from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O
king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the
gold image which you have set up (Dan. 3:16-18).

We need that kind of courage and faith in our lives.
Peter and John, when faced with being beaten, imprisonment and

death, told the Sanhedrin council: “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29). Paul suffered unimaginable persecutions over a
period of many years in order to remain faithful and do the Lord’s will.
These men could have decided to “go along to get along,” but God’s
will took precedence in their lives, as it should with us. Whether as
individuals, families or the church, we must follow the Lord’s way no
matter what the cost may be in this life.

In the final analysis, it always comes down to God’s way versus
man’s way for the family.

What is God’s way for the family? God intended from the
beginning for a man and a woman to be joined together for life (Mt.
19:5-6). When He instituted the family in the Garden of Eden, it was
then (and still is) the best way for us to live our lives.

The two had to become one flesh for God’s will to be done. Aubrey
Johnson stated it this way.

There is a oneness and a twoness about married couples that is
modeled after the loving relationship within the Godhead ... The
husband and wife do not become one person, but their yoking
makes it impossible to consider one without the other. They are
equal in nature, worth, dignity and standing before God (Gal.
3:26-28), yet they carry out distinctive roles for the good of the
family, church and community.2

The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the Godhead, but each has a
separate but interrelated function. Just so the husband and wife are two
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distinct individuals with personal needs and contributions to the family
setting.

Not only must God’s way be followed by the husband and wife, but
His way must be followed by the children also. They must be taught
and trained in order to become mature adults and faithful servants of
our Lord. Solomon understood this when he wrote: “Train up a child
in the way he should go, And when he is old he will not depart from it”
(Pro. 22:6). As with any teaching by the Lord, we have the choice to
believe and obey or to reject and disobey. However, if the child is
properly trained, it is much more likely that he will remain faithful to
the Lord—and to his wife and family—when he grows to maturity. No
one has ever improved upon God’s teaching concerning the family.

CONCLUSION

Generally speaking, man has rejected God in his knowledge as the
Right Director of his life and that of his family (Rom. 1:20-22)—the
family which He created! We must choose between “the village”
(State/Humanistic philosophy) and God. God is the source of all true
knowledge and wisdom. Paul said: “... the Father and of Christ, in
whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col.
2:2-3). It takes God’s direction, which is revealed only in the Bible, not
some Humanistic “village,” to have the kind of families that God wants
us to have (Isa. 55:6-11).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the New King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Aubrey Johnson, Love More, Sin Less (Nashville, TN: Gospel Advocate
Company, 2008), 149.
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